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(inglese)  

 

 

 

 

TRACCIA Nr. 1 

 

 

Baby cats are called kittens. George likes them because they are easy to 
take care of and can play a lot, but they will get bigger. George wants a 
small pet. Then George sees animals that must live in a cage. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 2 

 
 

George sees the animals in tanks. The tanks full of water have fish and 
turtles in them. He thinks about a goldfish but decides he likes the turtles 
more. There are also tanks with rocks and sand that have snakes, spiders, 
and scorpions, but George is afraid of them.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 3 

 
 

George likes the turtles best, but they won't fit in the little fishbowls. Turtles 
need bigger tanks, so they can swim sometimes and hide sometimes. George 
decides he wants to get a turtle for his birthday. He buys a book on how to 
take care of a turtle and a list of what types of turtles the store has. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 4 

 
 

Too well. I'm ready to move to another place. I want to see other cities and 
other countries. I think it's important to learn new things and explore other 
cultures. I like to spend time with people who have ideas that are different 
from my ideas. It helps me to see things in a new way. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 5 

 
 
Martha's Situation Martha sees bananas are on sale. Bananas are usually 
3 dollars per bunch, but they are 1 dollar today. Martha wants 3 bunches 
of bananas because she is going to make banana bread. This would 
normally cost Martha 9 dollars, but today it costs Martha 3 dollars. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 6 

 
 

Martha saved 6 dollars. Martha also needs 2 bags of flour and 2 bags of sugar. 
Flour costs 3 dollars per 5-pound bag. Sugar costs 4 dollars per 5-pound bag. 
It costs 6 dollars for the flour and 8 dollars for the sugar. Together, they cost 
14 dollars. In total, Martha spends 3 dollars on 3 bunches of bananas, 6 
dollars on 2 bags of flour, and 8 dollars on 2 bags of sugar. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 7 
 

 
Martha in the supermarket Paul and Sandra's Situation Paul and Sandra 
go to a steak restaurant. The steaks are 2 dollars per ounce. A 12-ounce 
steak is 24 dollars. Paul and Sandra both want a 12-ounce steak. They pay 
48 dollars for both steaks.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 8 
 

 
Sandra puts 60 dollars on the table, leaving the 12 dollars in change as a tip 
for their waiter. On the way home, they need to get gasoline for Paul's car. 
Gas costs 3 dollars a gallon. He needs to get 15 gallons of gasoline. Paul 
must pay 45 dollars at the gas station.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 9 

 
 
To understand larger (and more intimidating numbers), interested persons 
first need to understand basic numbers, or numbers from one to ten, as they 
comprise each and every advanced number, or a multi-digit number that 
indicates a larger amount/quantity. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 10 

 
 

Keith recently came back from a trip to Chicago, Illinois. This midwestern 
metropolis is found along the shore of Lake Michigan. During his visit, Keith 
spent a lot of time exploring the city to visit important landmarks and 
monuments.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 11 

 
 

Keith loves baseball, and he made sure to take a visit to Wrigley Field. Not 
only did he take a tour of this spectacular stadium, but he also got to watch a 
Chicago Cubs game. In the stadium, Keith and the other fans cheered for the 
Cubs. Keith was happy that the Cubs won with a score of 5-4. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 12 

 
 

Chicago has many historic places to visit. Keith found the Chicago Water 
Tower impressive as it is one of the few remaining landmarks to have survived 
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871. Keith also took a walk-through Jackson Park, 
a great outdoor space that hosted the World's Fair of 1892.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 13 

 
 

The park is great for a leisurely stroll, and it still features some of the 
original architecture and replicas of monuments that were featured in the 
World's Fair. During the last part of his visit, Keith managed to climb the 
stairs inside of the Willis Tower, a 110-story skyscraper. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 14 

 
 

Despite the challenge of climbing the many flights of stairs, Keith felt that 
reaching the top was worth the effort. From the rooftop, Keith received a 
gorgeous view of the city's skyline with Lake Michigan in the background. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 15 
 

 
All the children who behave throughout the year are admitted to the Good 
List, and will presumably receive their desired gifts on Christmas, while 
those who don't behave are placed on the Naughty List, and will 
presumably (although the matter is determined by parents) receive a lump 
of coal. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 16 

 
Gifts are placed underneath a Christmas tree, or a pine tree that's decorated 
with ornaments and/or lights and is symbolic of the holiday. Additionally, 
smaller gifts may be placed inside a stocking, or a sock-shaped, holiday-
specific piece of fabric that's generally hung on the mantle of a fireplace 
(homes without fireplaces might use the wall). 
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TRACCIA Nr. 17 

 
 

A Christmas tree's ornaments, or hanging, typically spherical decorations, in 
addition to the mentioned lights, may be accompanied by a star, or a 
representation of the Star of Jerusalem that the Three Apostles followed while 
bringing Baby Jesus gifts and honoring him, in the Bible. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 18 

 
 
Santa Claus is said to fly around the Christmas sky in a sled powered by his 
magical reindeer, or cold-resistant, mythically powered, individually named 
animals, delivering presents to each child's house in the process.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 19 

 
 

Santa is also expected to slide through chimneys to deliver these presents 
(homes not equipped with chimneys might "leave the front door cracked 
open"), and children sometimes arrange cookies or other treats on a plate 
for him to enjoy. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 20 

 
 
The Thanksgiving holiday signifies the immense progress made by pilgrims, or 
some of the first travelers to North America, at Plymouth Plantation circa 1621. 
It was at this time that the hungry and weary Pilgrims were taught (by Native 
Americans) how to grow and produce food on North America's unique terrain.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 21 

 
 

Once they'd grown (and caught) an abundance of food, the Pilgrims were 
expectedly thankful, and they celebrated alongside the Native Americans who 
provided them with such valuable assistance. President Abraham Lincoln 
initiated the contemporary practice of Thanksgiving by calling for a "day of 
Thanksgiving" during one of his Civil War addresses. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 22 

 
 

In America today, Thanksgiving remains firmly engrained in its historical 
roots, and is widely considered to be a day for giving thanks for good food, 
good times, and family. Thanksgiving dinner generally consists of turkey, 
mashed potatoes, stuffing, vegetables, gravy, and ample desserts.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 23 

 
 
Matthew, an enthusiast of historic buildings, was excited for this trip to New 
York City because he has always appreciated architectural design. 
Matthew purchased a ticket that granted him access to beautiful 360-
degree views of the city. The ticket included an elevator ride that stopped 
at two different vantage points, one at the 86th floor and the other at the 
rooftop observatory on the 102nd floor. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 24 
 
 
From these observation decks, Matthew took incredible photographs of the 
entire New York City skyline. The rooftop views granted Matthew perfect 
aerial perspectives of Central Park, the Brooklyn Bridge, Times Square, 
the Statue of Liberty, and many other important city landmarks. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 25 

 
 
The Grand Canyon, one of the Seven Wonders of the Natural World, is in the 
state of Arizona. It is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Formed by over 
70 million years of erosion from the Colorado River, the Grand Canyon offers 
a spectacular view.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 26 

 
 

The canyon spans 277 miles in length, up to 18 miles in width, and it measures 
over a mile in depth at its deepest points. Carlos always wanted to visit the 
Grand Canyon, and recently he received the chance to hike some of the trails 
and take several panoramic photographs during his visit. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 27 

 
 
When Carlos arrived at the visitor center, he watched a brief movie that taught 
tourists about the Grand Canyon National Park and the geological history of 
the canyon's formation. Later, Carlos followed a hiking trail to become even 
further acquainted with the canyon. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 28 

 
 

 While walking through the trails, Carlos saw some tourists riding donkeys to 
traverse the canyon's ridges. Throughout his hiking expedition, Carlos used a 
map to find some of the best hot spots for photographs within the canyon. He 
revisited some areas at different points in the day because sun angles and 
lighting can make a big difference in the quality of a photo. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 29 

 
 

My city isn't a bad city however it's nothing to get too excited about either. 
Because it's a quiet city with very little crime lots of people move here to start 
families. There are plenty of schools and several parks. There are also quite 
several jobs. People work in both offices and factories. Having grown up here, 
I know it well.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 30 

 
 
A Yale study describes how our brains are capable of sorting through an 
avalanche of external stimuli to shape a sense of our surroundings. Since 
he was a kid Hal Blumenfeld has wondered about the nature of human 
consciousness.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 31 

 
 
“And it’s still a mystery of modern science.” In a recent study, Blumenfeld 
and a team of Yale colleagues identified some of the overlapping neural 
mechanisms that help to illuminate that mystery 
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TRACCIA Nr. 32 

 
 
Created by Yale architects Joyce Hsiang and Bimal Mendis, a pair of 
installations use maps to consider the idea of “unexploring” the Earth. A 
series of dramatic maps, draped like tapestries across the walls of the main 
ballroom of the historic Sinel de Cordes Palace in Lisbon, Portugal, portray 
the myriad pathways humans have created. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 33 

 
 
The maps, marked by a dense meshwork of lines culled from vast datasets 
capturing complex global networks, form the core of “Terra Infirma – Terra 
Incognita,” an immersive installation created by Yale architects Joyce 
Hsiang and Bimal Mendis on view in the Lisbon Architecture Triennale.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 34 

 
 
Collectively, they invite viewers to reconsider the relationship humans have 
with the planet against the backdrop of climate change and its related 
crises — the “infirma” referenced in the title. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 35 

 
 
“Color is something we tend to take for granted,” says Whitney 
Toutenhoofd ’25, a double major in Art and Humanities, “so it was 
fascinating to look more critically at its perceptual and conceptual 
properties and applications.”  
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TRACCIA Nr. 36 

 
 

Toutenhoofd is one of the three student curators of the new exhibition Matters 
of Color/Color Matters, now on view in Sterling Memorial Library’s exhibition 
corridor. The exhibition grew out of the students’ enthusiasm for a semina 
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TRACCIA Nr. 37 

 
 
Cambridge Creative Encounters exhibition, a unique project of artistic 
creations that showcase some of the world’s burning research questions 
in novel ways, is now on display at Cambridge Central Library in the Lion 
Yard shopping centre.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 38 

 
 
Since 2016, the projects has invited researchers from across the University 
to reimagine their research through film, photography, e and poetry whilst 
working alongside a creative professional.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 39 

 
 

The combined skills of researchers and creative professionals bring research 
at Cambridge to life. Through these creative pieces, we hope to inspire and 
continue to reach wider audiences- and create opportunities for conversations 
and questions where we can each share our knowledge and understanding. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 40 

 
 

Darwin’s tiny, priceless Tree of Life sketch is arguably the most iconic drawing 
in the history of science. “The Tree of Life notebooks are Darwin at his most 
radical,” says Professor Jim Secord, a world expert on the subject. “The theory 
of natural selection and evolution is the foundation stone of modern biology 
and much of the rest of the sciences.” 
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TRACCIA Nr. 41 

 
 
All new cars in Europe will have technology to limit their speed. The European 
Union will require cars tohave "speed assistance" systems from 2022 as 
standard equipment. There are other things that cars will have, like 
breathalyzers that won't allow driving if the driver has had too much alcohol.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 42 

 
 
Cars must also have advanced emergency braking, a built-in data recorder, 
drowsiness monitoring, and sensors to help when reversing. Around 25,000 
people die each year on Europe's roads. Most accidents are caused by human 
error.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 43 

 
 
Nagasaki University in Japan will no longer hire teachers who smoke. It wants 
to create a healthier environment for workers and students. The university's 
president said: "Our job as a university is to look after our staff. We feel we 
have to discourage them from smoking."  
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TRACCIA Nr. 44 

 
 
He said there would be no smoking anywhere in the university from August. 
Staff and students will be banned from taking cigarettes into any areas of the 
university from April 2020. About eight per cent of the university's professors 
and teachers are smokers. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 45 

 
 
Nagasaki University's no-smoking policy is part of a trend in Japan to end 
smoking in public spaces. There are more bans in restaurants and bars in the 
lead-up to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics. Many streets in Tokyo 
are now no-smoking areas. The number of smokers in Japan is falling. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 46 

 
 
In 1966, 49 per cent of adults smoked. Last year, 18 per cent of adults smoked. 
One company in Japan is trying to get its staff to quit smoking. It is offering 
extra days off to workers who did not smoke. Several staff soon quit the habit. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 47 

 
 
A Japanese city has a problem with graffiti, but not the usual type of spray-can 
graffiti on walls. It is graffiti in sand. Officials in Tottori City are asking tourists 
to stop writing messages and drawing pictures on its giant sand dunes. They 
said the graffiti damages the dunes and ruins the pleasure others get in looking 
at the sand.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 48 

 
 
There were more than 3,300 cases of 'sand graffiti' at the tourist hotspot in the 
last decade. A newspaper said there were more than 200 cases last year. In 
January, two tourists were  ordered to erase a 25-metre-long birthday 
message. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 49 

 
 
Technology is giving us more help with our healthcare. We can now ask the 
digital device Alexa for advice about our health. Alexa is a virtual assistant 
created by Amazon.com. It can listen to people and answer their questions. It 
can talk to people, make to-do lists, play music when asked to, and tell us the 
latest news.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 50 

 
 
Now Alexa can answer our health questions. Amazon has teamed up with the 
National Health Service (NHS) in the UK to add health advice to Alexa. Alexa 
will search the NHS website for information and find an answer that is agreed 
on by health experts. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 51 

 
 
Alexa's new health advice function has had a mixed response. The UK Health 
Secretary said it is, "a great example of how people can access reliable, world-
leading advice" from their home. He said it will reduce the pressure on 
hardworking doctors and pharmacists.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 52 

 
 
He wants to let patients take more control of their healthcare. Other people say 
we must be careful about trusting software for health advice. They say we must 
see a doctor for serious health problems. Other people are worried about 
privacy and hacking.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 53 

 
 
Scientists say they have help for older people with poor eyesight. That is 
shining a red light in the eyes for three minutes. Doctors say three minutes of 
the red light every day for two weeks could help make older people see better.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 54 

 
 
Researchers from University College London conducted tests on 24 men and 
women aged between 28 and 72. They found that cells used to process light 
deteriorated in the older people. With the red light, these people could see 
different colours better.  
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TRACCIA Nr. 55 

 
 
The older people's sight got better by 22 per cent. A doctor said: "Populations 
are ageing rapidly and this is going to be a major issue in the future. We need 
to gear up for this." He added: "If you can't see clearly you can't read or watch 
TV. 
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TRACCIA Nr. 56 

 
 
There is a United Kingdom survey about life after lockdown. The market 
research company YouGov asked 4,343 people about this. The company said 
people gave some surprising answers. Only nine per cent of Britons want life 
to return to "normal" after the pandemic is over. 


